AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS (ALS) 

It is a progressive disease which means that it gets worse with time. It affects all the nerves in the body and leads to muscle weakness and eventually paralysis. At this time, there is no cure.

The major problems found in people with ALS are progressing weakness, pain, decreasing joint range of movement, loss of the ability to do certain functional activities, and severe breathing problems. As muscles get weaker, these problems get worse. ALS does not affect the mind. Mental acuity remains sharp.

Therapists can help patients compensate for the changes that occur as they lose more abilities, and help to increase their quality of life.

