SPINAL CORD INJURIES 

It causes damage to fiber tracts that carry signals to and from the brain. Spinal cord injury can occur from many causes, including:

· Trauma such as automobile crashes, falls, gunshots, diving accidents, war injuries, etc. 

· Tumor.

· Ischemia resulting from occlusion of spinal blood vessels.

· Developmental disorders, such as spina bifida, meningomyolcoele, and other. 

· Neurodegenerative diseases, such as Friedreich's ataxia, spinocerebellar ataxia, etc. 

· Demyelinative diseases, such as Multiple Sclerosis. 

· Transverse myelitis
· Vascular malformations

The exact effects of a spinal cord injury vary according to the type and level injury, and can be organized into two types:

· In a complete injury, there is no movement and sensation function below the level of injury.

· A person with an incomplete injury retains some sensation or movement below the level of the injury.

· Cervical (Neck) injuries result in quadriplegia (weakness of both arms and legs).

· Thoracic or Lumbar (Back) injuries result in paraplegia (weakness of trunk and both legs).

